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Colt: Some Notes on an Archeological Survey for Florida

SOME NOTES ON AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SURVEY FOR FLORIDA
By H. DUNSCOMBE COLT
In these days of increasing population and expanding communities, it is inevitable that many of
the historical antiquities should disappear. The
Indian mounds are not alone in this respect, for the
remains of the early colonial periods are also succumbing to modern demands. In order therefore
to preserve, in record at least, as much as possible
for the future, a register of all existing antiquities
should be compiled before it is too late. In many
countries a great deal has been done towards surveying archeological sites and other historical remains and marking them on maps. Shortly before
the present war commenced arrangements had been
made to examine and compile a list of all the ancient
sites in Palestine, a plan of some magnitude considering the number of sites in the country. In
order to facilitate matters the country was divided
into sections, the work to be undertaken, first in
those parts where antiquities were being destroyed
either by new land being brought under cultivation,
or building operations of various kinds. The writer
was in charge of one of these sections, but unfortunately owing to present conditions all work has
been postponed indefinitely. Here in this country
little has been done along similar lines and in only
a few states, notably Ohio, have serious efforts been
made to record the antiquities systematically. A
most careful survey has been made of Ohio and the
results published in a series of large scale maps,
each county being treated separately with the various Indian sites noted. To thus survey an expanse
of territory as large as Florida it would, of necessity, require a large staff and be quite a costly operation. Florida having no organization prepared
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to take this in hand, there is nevertheless, a method
whereby a very useful beginning can be made at
practically no cost, provided sufficient encouragement be given by those interested. If all the members of the Florida Historical Society would not
only aid in this themselves but urge their friends
to give assistance a good deal could be accomplished.
The main objective is to make a list of all the existing remains of the Indian period in the State,
mounds, shell heaps, burial grounds and so forth.
The Florida Historical Society is the obvious organization to undertake this and should be the depository of all information of this kind. If all those
knowing the location of any such antiquities would
send to the headquarters of the Society as much
information as possible, a start could be made toward compiling a master map to eventually contain all the Indian sites of the state. The following are some suggestions to enable the ordinary
layman to aid in this.
Most important is the location and that should be
given as exactly as possible. If a site is near a road,
the mileage to the nearest town should be stated,
this can easily be done by taking the reading on
the speedometer of one’s car. In cases where the
site is not near a road the approximate distance
from the nearest road, house, or other well defined
landmark should be given. This can be done by
noting the time used in walking to the landmark
chosen, and provides any easy way of judging distances to those who are not accustomed to doing
so. Trees, large rocks and similar objects are not
good landmarks as they might be removed at any
time. However if there is no better landmark in
the vicinity, these may be used. If an ordinary
motoring map is used for locating the position of
sites great care should be taken in the marking, as
the scale of these maps is very small and conse294
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quently a slight error might misplace the position
by several miles. Other details which are necessary
and should be included are: the dimensions, the
condition and any other item worth mentioning.
In taking dimensions the easiest way for those who
have no measuring instruments is to pace off the
site. Information concerning the condition is important. Whether the site appears to be untouched
or has been dug into by so called treasure hunters.
If it has been damaged in the course of cultivation,
cut through by roads, partly built upon or otherwise damaged. In the case of shell heaps, whether
any part has been washed away by the action of the
sea. A statement of ownership is also helpful as
a further check for location.
Not only should existing sites be noted, but also,
if possible, those which are known to have already
been destroyed. Many of the Indian mounds have
been obliterated by building operations and cultivation. Likewise large numbers of the shell heaps
have been removed for use as road building material. Surely there must be many people in Florida
who know of such places which are no longer in
existence and if they would give as much information as possible about them they would help greatly.
Private individuals having Indian relics in their
possession would cooperate if they sent in the history of these objects to the Society, particularly
where they were found.
No one should hesitate in communicating information, everything is useful. To be sure, mistakes
will occur but these should not be serious and can
be rectified in the future when a scientific survey
is made.
The most important thing is to get matters started as soon as possible and create interest among the
public. One warning that ought to be especially
stressed is, that any and all digging by people who
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are not trained in that kind of work does a great
deal of damage and should be emphatically discouraged. Furthermore the chances of discovering anything of intrinsic value to the ordinary layman are
slight, and tampering with a site by the untrained
searcher destroys most of the scientific value.
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